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Microdata Corporation. 17481 Red Hill Avenue, Irvine, California 92705

REALITY ™ Microdata’s new information management System, iS
easily used by even nonprogrammers.

The introduction of a new
English language computer
system designed by Micro-
data Corporation for easy
use by anyone, has met with
strong market acceptance.

Called REALITY™ the
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ENGLISH™ a language
that provides a means
whereby even a nonpro-
grammer may easily input

data to a file, perform main-

tenance of the file, retrieve
records and obtain a for-
matted output report.

There is virtually no limit
to the types of information
management applications
that may be automated in
the future because of
REALITY. Designed for

Executives Named
To Corporate Staft

Donald W. Fuller, Micro-
data president, has recently
announced several manage-
ment additions designed to
further strengthen the
corporate staff. .

George Olenik, former
Microdata vice president
of operations, has been
named group vice president.
The position he vacated has
been filled by William J.
Ackley.

Prior to jecining the com-
pany, Ackley was founder
and president of Xintel
Corporation. He was pre-
vicously associated with
RCA, Pacific Data Svstems
and Redcor Corporation.

Noel Kile, former presi-
dent of Sorbus, Inc., has
been named director of
customer service. ln this
newly c¢reated post, he 1s

-
-
K
L

Conhinued on page

New REALITY”” Computer
Eases Data Management

users who need to handle
large amounts of data sub-
ject to frequent change,
REALITY can be used for
real-time applications such
as inventory control, credit

inquiry, documentation
The REALITY system

includes a central processing
unit, a disc drive with 5-mil-
lion character storage, a
hard copy printer and a CRT
terminal.

Use of microprogramming
has resulted in a system that
can handle multiple users
with multiple on-line termi-
nals and still provide sub-
stantially faster response
than most large-scale data
processing machines. The
entire system resources of
REALITY are managed by a
virtual memory operating
system implemented in
microcode.

Since the system can be
used in an on-line, conver-
sational manner, informa-
tion can be entered at its
source. Terminals can be
placed in such working
environments as tool cribs,
on the production line, or on
the sales floor. The person

most familiar with any given

transaction enters the de-
tails. The system guides the
user, points out errors, and
edits the data as 1t 1s
entered.
Through REALITY, as
many as 32 remote users

~can utilize the system as

though it were their own. on-
site computer — entering
data, retrieving informa-
tion or running programs
in complete independence
from the activities of the

- Contnued on page 4
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— Establishes Dealer/Rep Networks
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Reps To Handle
Peripheral Lines

Establishment of a
national network of sales
representatives to handle
Microdata Corporation’s
complete line of peripheral
products, has been an-
nounced by N. H. Hawkins,
vice president, marketing.

Microdata recently ex-
panded its peripheral pro-
duct lines with the introduc-
tion of a new series of
cartridge disc drives and
magnetic tape transports.

The new disc drives,
manufactured at the com-
pany’s Irvine, California
facility, feature 100- and
200-track/inch recording
density in single and dual
disc configurations.

The tape transports offer

8.5 inch or 10.5 inch tape
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and also have the ability to
add self contained NRZI and
phase encoded formatters.

Delivery of Microdata
peripherals is 90 days ARO.
In OEM quantities, the tape
unit including a self con-
tained phase encoded for-
matter is priced well under
$4,000 and the 10 megabyte
disc drive well under $3,500.

Current corporate plans
call for the addition of other
peripheral lines in the near
future. Microdata will be
announcing additional sales
representatives.

The current sales repre-
sentatives are: |

Mountaintek, Inc.

P.O. Box 1355

Evergreen, Colorado 80439
303/674-5255

Costello, Little & Co.

8737 Venice Boulevard
Los Angeles, Calif. 90034
213/870-59561

Systems Marketing

Consultants (Hudson)
2225 Grant Road, Suite 6
Los Altos, California 94022
415/968-4180

Sheridan Associates, Inc.
10 Knollcrest Drive
Reading, Ohio 45237
513/761-5432

QED Electronics, Inc.
2916 Federal Street
Camden, New Jersey 08105
215/925-8711

Continued on page 4

Dealers Penetrate End-User Market

A nationwide network of authorized dealers has been
established by Microdata Corporation to sell its recently

introduced REALITY " Mcomputer systems.

“The formation of the dealer program marks Microdata’s
initial entry into the data base management marketplace,”
said Donald W. Fuller, company president, in making the an-
nouncement. ‘‘The REALITY system is ideally suited for a
wide variety of businesses with real-time multi-terminal data

management problems,’” he added.

Designed for such busi-
ness applications as inven-
tory control, production
control and general account-
ing, the REALITY system
incorporates an easy-to-use
computer language called
ENGLISH™ According to
Microdata, operation 1S SO
simple that anyone who can
read and write English, can
use the system.

Because of its microcode
capabilities, the new system
is substantially faster than
large-scale data processing
machines. And, because it
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can handle up to 32 users
while still providing ex-
tremely fast response.

A preliminary list of
dealers and their territories
includes:

Area: New Jersey

DCTI

108 Park Avenue
Verona, New Jersey 07044
201/239-5808

Area: Chicago

Systems Management, Inc.
10400 W. Higgins Road
Des Plaines, lllinois 60018
312/298-3840

¥ . __ _ £y . X

Area: New York City

PP! Programs, Inc.

501 - 6th Avenue

New York, New York 10017
212/697-4466 '“

Area: Baltimore/Wilmington
Display Data Systems

11350 McCormick Road
Hunt Valley, Maryland 21031
301/667-9211

Area: Washington/Baltimore
Datatel, Inc.
308 Washington Street, N W.
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Area: Philadelphia

Keystone Computer

- Associates

1055 Virginia Drive

Fort Washington,
Pennsylvania 19034

215/643-3800

Area: Southern California
- Southern California Data

Products, Inc.
17805 E. Sky Park Circle
Irvine, California 92660
/714/979-4213

Retail Clothier Brings
REALITY™ To Fashions

A new easy-to-use com-

puter system, on-line at a

fashion retailer since last

November, is rapidly putt-

ing an end to the notion that
computer operation 1s 1In-
comprehensible to the
average person. All this may

~ be unfair to programmers,

but it’s certainly a trend
to watch.

Contempo Casuals, Inc.,
Van Nuys, California, is a
retail chain that sells ladies’
ready-to-wear. Special-
izing in the ever-changing
young look in moderately
priced sportswear, the firm
deals in fashion on a large-
scale. Contempo has four-
teen stores spread over
Southern California, with a

combined inventory that in-
cludes 15,000 items in stock
and an equal number on
order.

With that amount of
goods and the caprices of
the buying public, tight -
ventory control is required
to reduce markdowns and
avoid out-of-stock condi-
tions. The typical answer is
a computerized system. But
the system selected by
Contempo Casuals is any-
thing but typical.

“I'm in retailing, not the
computer business,  states
Contempo president Wil
Friedman, ‘“so I wanted a
system my present staff
could use.” Today, Con-
Continued on pa'ge 3
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“It’s REALITY
Computers Move Closer

To Everyday Applications

| tape dens:tles with. 7-or 9- .-

by
N.H. Hawkins

Vice President, Marketing
Microdata Corporation

For many years, we've
been hearing about how the
housewife will have a com-
puter in her home . . . some-
day. And how the business-
man will be able to converse
purposely with a computer
in the privacy of his office . .
someday.

These possibilities haven’t
progressed too far from the
talking stage.

The awesome computer
still remains aloof, locked in
its own air-conditioned
room, standing on a costly
raised floor that enables it to
look down on outside ob-
servers. Thiscomplex,
sometimes hostile piece of
equipment is catered to by a
cult of people who speak

R

New Tape Transports

Join Peripherals Line

The development and
manufacture of a new series
of advanced design magne-
tic tape transports has been
announced by Microdata
Corporation.

The Series 6800 tape
transports offer 8.5 inch
tape reels in all standard
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inches per second.

Transfer rates are pro-

vided up to 72K characters
per second, with 200 inches
per second rewind/fast for-
ward. Encoded-controlled
speed assures both short
and long-term stability.

Designed to offer full
IBM compatibility, with self
contained NRZI and PE for-
matters, the Series 6800
allows easy daisychain op-
eration of up to four
transports under the control
of a single formatter.

Price of the Series 6800, in
OEM quantities, is listed
under .$4,000 each with
NRZI or PE formatter in-
cluded. Availability is 90
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formats. Facwry Lset speeds
range from 12.5 through 45

specialized jargons embrac-
ing bits, bytes, bauds, and
buffers.

Businessmen know they
need this expensive, incom-
prehensible system, al-
though they do not really
understand how to usefully
employ this large invest-
ment. To talk to the mach-
ine, management first has to
deal with a computer expert,
who then interfaces with the
computer, which spawns
reams of strangely folded
papers. These are then inter-
preted to management.
(Great barriers between man
and machine have been cre-
ated, and the end result is
a wasteful, time-consuming
procedure of information re-
trieval, too often removed
from the decision maker.

Yes, the equipment and
the aura surrounding it are
clearly out of touch with
reality. Realizing things
don’'t have to be this way,
the people at Microdata
developed an easy-to-use
computer called, appropri-
ately, REALITY™

The idea of an easy-to-use
computer does not have to
be unrealistic. Take a look at
the modern automobile.
When the average person is
required to pwr under the
hood of . the
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metal grease, and plastic,

strung together by a snake-
like tangle of wires and
hoses. So he gently closes
‘the hood, gets behind the
wheel, then drives away.
The controls, after all, are
standard and extremely
simple to operate.

dynamics and pistons in
order to drive the car. After
all, he’s simply trying to get
another mile down the road.

By the same token, he
shouldn’t have to under-
stand how a comnuter works
in order to use it. He re-
quires only that the com-
puter gets him ‘‘another
mile down the road’. He

Continued on page 4

SEHIES 6800 Magnmz.sc Tape Trans,oofm join Microdata’s expand-

ing line of peripherals.

page 2

Man
~ doesn’t have to understand =
combustion, timing, fluid

MICRO-ONE, a high-speed microprogrammed microprocessor, Is
ideally suited for dedicated volume applications.

New Computer Language
Aids Programmers’ Job

Traditionally, computer
languages have been de-
signed more to aid the
computer than to help the
people using it. As a result,
the dialogue between man
and machine was the pro-
vince of the programmer,
not the businessman who
had the real need for the
information in the first
place.

This situation has been
changed dramatically with
the introduction of Micro-
data’s REALITY™ 3 new
information management
system that operates in

ENGLISH™, a computer
language very similar to

what you are reading now.

..................

software similar to levels
used in data base systems

for such computers as the

IBM 370 and Univac 1108.

A theoretically ideal com-
puter was used as a base for
the original specification
then its design was im-
plemented in firmware on

an existing Microdata mini-

computer.  Subsequently,
the software was advanced,
improved and tested in a
real environment — a time-
sharing computer applica-
tion. In defining the soft-
ware, elementsnot necessary
to the businessman were
eliminated, while others
were added and modified to
increase speed through the
system. =

Today, the result is Micro-
data’'s REALITY system,
with its ENGLISH lan-
guage. Extremely similar to
conversational English, this
language has nouns, verbs,
connectives, modifiers, and
most important, synonyms.

Toreceive information
from the system, the user
merely types in a command.
This is a simple, imperative
sentence beginning with a
verb, for example, ‘“‘Sort
personnel by name”. In-
stantly, the system gives a
complete, ordered list of
everything in the personnel
data Hiie The user views
this information on a tele-
vision-like video screen

.?.. |

‘The present version of .. .
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display or has it printed out
by a high speed line printer.
Now the user can perform
the entire operation in dif-
ferent form, such as “‘Sort
personnel by length of serv-
ice’’. Again, there 1s an
instant answer.

Microdata’s ENGLISH is
like everyday English. To

make things even easier for

- the user, the system is de-

signed to accept information
it doesn’t need, but humans
do. For example, the word

‘““the’’ is not essential in the

sentence ‘‘Sort personnel by
the length of service'’, so the
REALITY system ignores

the word instead of asking

for the input in a different

farm. or .caming back to the

The s ystem makes excel-

- lent use of synonyms. For

example, various depart-

ments within a company
could refer to personnel by
their badge number, clock
number, or employee num-
ber. Each of these references

“is all the same to the system.

Each user can have his own
special vocabulary through
the use of synonyms, so a
production control clerk,
V.P. of Finance or Marketing
Manager can all “‘talk” t
the system. Also, the user
can make synonyms for
symbols as well as words.
This way, the user can use
the familiar term ‘“‘less than”
instead of the symbol.

Microdata Users’ Group
Formed in Louisiana

A Microdata Users’

Group has been formed

under the directorship of
Dr. Ted Lewis of the Uni-
versity of Southwestern
Louisiana.

The new organization is
chartered to exchange in-
formation concerning the
development of high level
languages and compilers,
emulations of other comput-
ers, data communications
appiications andother
areas oif user interest in
software and firmware.

MICRO-ONE Processor
Priced Under $1,000

The MICRO™.ONE,
a high-speed micropro-
grammed micro-processor
designed to sell for less than
$1,000, has been introduced
by Microdata Corporation.

This new minicomputer,
primarily suited for dedi-
cated volume applications,
can be microprogrammed to
emulate other general or
special-purpose computers.
Intertface hardware is avail-
able to provide plug-to-plug
compatibility with other
computers.

The MICRO-ONE i1s a
microprocessor version of
the Microdata 800/1600
series computer. With 1,024
words of ROM and 1,024
bytes of MOS memory, it
occuples one 8-1/2"7 x 117
board. The small size is
achieved by utilizing ROM's
for the control logic of the
CPU.

Advanced features and
operating characteristics of
the MICRO-ONE include:
Bipolar circuitry; CPU and
command ROM on one
board; memory addressing
to 64K bytes; compatible
with MOS or core memory
modules: 1.2 microsecond

full cycle memory; and an 8-

bit arithmetic/logic unit.
Additional features of the
new unit include: 15 general-
purpose. file registers; 220
NSEC microcommand exe-

cution time; 15 basic micro-
DMYY DIN/AD

CIALRIRWALC . A RIL uperaung

'“'f.temperature range of 0°C

to 50°C. -
The MICRO ONE is
demgned for use in applica-
tions ranging from photo-

typesetters to process con-
trollers.

Executives

Continued from page 1

responsible for the coordina-
tion and further develop-
ment of Microdata’'s custo-
mer service program.

As president of Sorbus,
Inc., King of Prussia,
Pennsylvania, Kile directed
one of the nation’s largest
independent computer
service firms.

Carl R. La Marca has been
appointed corporate con-
troller. He has responsi-
bility for the company'’s
accounting and internal
financial controls.

La Marca comes to Micro-
data from American Security
Products Company where he
was treasurer. Prior to that
he was controller for Hi-
Shear Corporation.

John J. Burke, a member
of the Board of Directors
from 1970 to 1971, has re-
turned to the board. He has
held the post of president
and chairman of the board
of Howmet Corporation
and president and chief
executive officer of Automa-
tion Industries.




Contempo Casuals

Continued from page 1
tempo Casuals has such a
system, used by everyone
from Mr. Friedman to the
shipping clerk.
Manufactured by Micro-
_ data Corporation of Irvine,
California, the new mini-
computer-based system is
called REALITY ™. Applica-
tion, software and start-up
were provided by Retall
Oriented Computer Systems
(ROCS), a firm headed by
Jack Hill. The system is
basically easy to use because
of ENGLISH'", a new
computer language Micro-
data developed expressly for
REALITY, and because Hill
added some highly sophis-
ticated software to make the
system both self-teaching
and virtually error-proof.

When asked about the
length of training time
Contempo Casuals has ex-
perienced, Mr. Friedman
replies ‘‘minutes or sec-
onds. It’s so easy to use that
everyone here has experi-
mented with it’". This state-
ment is substantiated by
the fact that Contempo
- Casuals has had the system
in operation over six
months without an operat-
ing manual, computer
department, or even a com-
puter room. Members of
Contempo Casuals’ present.
staff were’ easily able to

- hane the operation of the
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- According to Microdata,

. its ENGLISH access lan-

~guage is. so su'nple that
anyone who can read and
‘write Enghsh can operate
the system. The vocabulary
has the same parts of speech
everyone encountered in
grammar school — verbs,
nouns, connectives, even
synonyms. Vocabulary also
contains Boolean and rela-
tional modifiers and can be

custom-tailored to each
terminal user.

Presently, Contempo
Casuals has eight CRT

display terminals that . its
people use to converse with
the system. As Hill says,
“You communicate with
the computer as you would
with people in your organi-
zation to make management
decisions.”’

The system is used In
virtually every phase ot
Contempo Casuals’ busi-

SERIES 9000 Disc Drives are specifically designed for small and
medium sized computer systems.

ness, keeping complete
track of goods from birth
(purchase order) to death
(final sale). Information is
provided on when and how
much to order, generating
purchase orders, receiving
goods, dividing merchandise
between the various stores,
providing a complete sales
history, and aiding reorder-
ing. All in all, it gets maxi-
mum mileage from the
inventory investment by
keeping goods moving.
REALITY starts into
action when a Contempo
Casuals employee types in a
password no one could
forget — his own name. The
system responds instantly,
providing a complete list of
every operation that person
is authorized to perform,
selecting from thirty-nine

available functions. Next to

each operation, the CRT
displays a code word that
will start REALITY working
on that specific task. The
employee then types in that
word, along with a short,
almost conversational state-

ment telling the system

what to do. It quickly comes
back with the answer on
the CRT or provides a per-

manent written record via

a line printer.
The system operates on-

, line, in real-tlme* Informa—
= tmn 13 entered by the person '

data hile details are still
- fresh in his. mmd In the
past, Contempo Casuals had

used a service bureau which
batched cards and ran them
weekly. Now the firm is able
to run data daily, taking
sales information from
stand-alone POS "u'nits in
the individual stores.

Because people are people,
some mistakes are bound
to happen at the terminals.
However, due to the error-
proof software developed by
ROCS, these mistakes
never enter the system.
REALITY prompts the
operator into making the
proper responses whenever
an error is made. A continu-
ing dialog between man and
machine provides guidance
by checking every entry,
every procedure as 1t 1s
performed.

Continued on page 4

MICRODATA’S new 48,000 sq. ft. building will house complex engineering and production facilities.
Currently under construction, the structure is scheduled for completion in December, 1974.

Microdata  Corporation
has broken ground for the
construction of a 48,000 sq.
ft., two-story addition to its
Irvine, Calif., headquarters.

“The new building eftec-
tively doubling our current
plant size to approximately
100,000 sq. ft., 1s necessary
to meet a growing backlog of

Microdata Announces

Two New Disc Drives

A new series of cartridge

disc drives, designed and
manufactured by Microdata
Corporation, feature 100-

_and 200-trac'_.}__ /inch record- o

dual disc -configurations.
The Series 9000, latest

mtroductlon to the com:-
pany’s growing line of com-
puter peripheral equipment,

can provide up to 10 million

bytes of on-line storage in
only 8.75 inches.
Designed specifically for

small .and medium sized =
systems, the

computer
single-disc versions use an
IBM 5440 type removable
disc cartridge for large
on-line capacity and un-
limited off-line storage on
additional cartridges. The
dual-disc drives employ the

removable cartridge, plus a

permanent rotating disc.
The new units also feature
a voice coil positioning sys-
tem with optical position
scale and velocity trans-
ducer, positive positioning
accuracy for cartridge inter-
changeabilty between
drives and 1500 or 240Q rpm

- disc rotation.-

The 5 megabyte model is
listed at $3,900 and the 10
megabyte unit is priced at
$4.500. Delivery is 90 days.

The disc drives, manu-
factured at Microdata’s
Irvine, California head-
quarters facility, provide
users the high reliability
and maintainability avail-
able with modular elec-
tronics while also meeting
the price-performance de-
mands of today's computer
marketplace.

puter

Microdata Doubles
Size With New Building

orders, as well as to prepare
for future expansion of our
systems and peripheral
products business,” Donald
W. Fuller, company presi-
dent, said in making the
announcement.

The new $750,000 facility,
architecturally a duplicate
of the present -corporate

headquarters, will house
much of the company’s
engineering and manufac-
turing activities. Comple-
tion of the new, fully air-
conditioned structure is
targeted for Dec., 1974.

The Don Koll Company,
Newport Beach, Calif., will

serve as general contractor.

Microprogrammable Minis
Active On College Campus

In December 1945,
ENIAC, the first electronic

high-s'péed stored program
general purpose computer
-was completed Six years

| 'comed ‘the word micropro-

grammlng to describe com-
instructions that
carry out numerous informa-
tion transfers in a single
execution cycle.

Cost-performance 1m-
provements as a result of
25 years of advancement in
computer technologies have
been almost overwhelming.
In 1965 it became practical
and possible to build com-
puters with control units
driven by microprograms.
The concept was not ex-
ploited on a widespread
basis until recently.

In large and medium scale
computers, microprogramm-
ing provides the capability
to emulate other computers,
and to maintain upward/
downward compatibility
over a wide range of models
within a computer series.

Microprogramming be-
came a fixture in the com-
puter industry by its intro-
duction into the design of
the IBM System 360 com-
puter family. Smaller models
of the computer now could
have large instruction sets
compatible with those of
larger models. In addition,
microprogramming  pro-
vided emulation from pre-
vious machines in the I1BM
nroduct line.

The small or so called
“minicomputer’ incorporat-
ing microprogramming now

' cost ‘'memories are
: only by users of small micro-
‘programmed computers.

exploits the advances in

-semiconductor and memory
- technologies with micro-
. programming far beyOnd the

o > - .-_ﬂ. . . . . -
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‘A typical example of a
microprogrammable com-
puter’'s intrinsic value in
education is evidenced in

‘the case where an instructor
has defined a system that

utilizes a minicomputer,

 but that particular mini-

computer is no longer avail-

“able in the marketplace. He

already has invested a con-
siderable sum of money in
developing software for the
system in which the mini-
computer is to be used. In
this case, a microprogram-
mable computer will emu-
late the minicomputer and
save the Institution un-
necessary costs, while pro-
viding it with a more reliable
unit as well as with an im-
portant second source. The
significant factor is that he
can still use all the existing
software he’s developed.
(Can you imagine the cost
savings to industry?)

In the university environ-
ment, the microprograms-
mable computer is an ex-
cellent cost-effective tool.
Two computer systems
that fit the university appli-
cation are the Microdata
1600 and 3200 computers.
The 1600 is applicable to
both the undergraduate and
graduate levels and 1s ver-
tically programmable .
Continued on page 4
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Computers On Campus

Continued from page 3

Data  communications
applications are another
area for universities where
RJE terminals are linked to
a host computer on the main
campus. In this case, a
microprogrammable  dual
processor configuration is
an ideal solution since it is
the most cost-effective in
that one processor handles
the data communications
lines while the other pro-
cessor does the actual infor-
mation retrieval and other
processing functions.

Users groups are also ex-
tremely useful for micro-
progammable computer
users. The user program
developments are compilers,
emulators, specific fea-
tures on the computer, data
communication  applica-
tions, etc. This is quite
different from the fixed-
mstruction computer user
groups. '

A microprogrammable
computer offers the educator
an extremely versatile,
reliable and economic solu-
tion to his teaching needs,
while giving valuable hands-
on experience for his stu-
dents. Also, it allows the
more advanced student who
wishes to define different
architectures and develop
compilersto implement

them on the mxcrepregram—
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To make the apphcatmn
of a microprogrammable
computer as clear as pos-
sible, picture several emu-
lators resident on tape,
disc, cards or paper tape;
the student can read in his
emulator to alterable control
memory and the micropro-
grammable computer be-
comes the emulated
computer. What this means
is that all the software for

the computers that are
emulated can be used on
the same computer and
emulated one at a time.

The speed of the emulation
will depend on the instruc-
tion mix; in some cases the
speed of the microprogram-
mable computer is slower

than the computer that is

being emulated and in some
cases faster. It depends
on the mix of instructions,
since every instruction be-
ing emulated is actually a
microprogram routine of
several instructions located
in the control memory. The
single most important
factor, however, is that
microprogrammable com-
puters give students
“hands-on’’ experience at a
very low cost, with essen-
tlally no ‘‘turn-around’’
time. -

For most instructors the
selection of a minicomputer
1Is a traumatic experience.
They are exposed to num-
erous technical concepts,
specifications and a variety
of salesmen and skilled tech-

nicians from companies with -

one goal — to sell him their
solution to his teaching
problem. If a thorough up-
to-date evaluation were
performed with all mini-
computer manufacturers,
the evaluation could cost

hlrn more than the project
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selection of the appropriate
minicomputer is time and
cost of implementation over
the entire project life. In
this light, the micropro-
grammed = minicomputer

offers an answer to this
enigma. The user selects
the cost/performance lines
between three elements;
hardware, firmware, and
software for his specific
application.

REALITY

Continued from page 1

other users. For users lo-
cated in the same building
as the system, communica-
tions with the REALITY
computer are obtained
through direct wiring. For
remote users linkage can be
provided through standard
telephone service.

REALITY also offers an
exclusive chain reaction
function to update informa-
tion throughout the system.
With it, a single entry re-
vises all applicable records
to reflect the new data.

Many functions, such as
report formatting, editing,
audit trials and security

page 4

checks are performed auto-
matically, unless otherwise
specified.

Although ENGLISH is
the operating language for
REALITY, it can support
coding in high-level RPG 11,
making it compatible with
present System/3 pro-
gramming.

The basic REALITY sys-
tem, consisting of a comput-
er, disc drive, line printer
and CRT terminal, can be
purchased for $49,950.
Though the purchase price
includes only one CRT, the
basic system will support
four CR'T s without the need
for additional hardware.
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MICRODA TA ’S Senes 1600 mfcroprogrammable minicomputer.

E veryda y Applications

Cennnued frem page 2
Would like to use the com-
puter to his advantage '
Microdata has been
searching for an answer to
the problem of making the
computer’'s many services
available to everyone. Mi-
crodata saw an immediate
need to estabhsh easy-to-use

The company understood
that it had to make the com-

puter perform many useful

functions, becoming a
trusted servant instead of
an 1mposing stranger. And
it found that the best way
to get the most out of a com-
puter was to make it possi-
ble for everyone from top
management down to pro-
duction line people to
directly interact with the
computer. |
The result of this problem-
solving involvement is
REALITY, a fresh, sensible
way to get information out
of a computer. It's at its
best in situations involving
large amounts of informa-
tion subject to frequent ac-
cess and change. Its im-
mediate applications are in
the established areas of
business requirements,
such as production control,
inventory control, billing,
and general accounting,.
Instead of using foreign-
sounding dialects like AL-
GOL, COBOL or FOR-
TRAN, REALITY speaks
the language of American
Business . . simple,
wmightierwerd ENGLISH.
Because of this, the most
ditficult part of operating
the system is asking the
rignt questions. To use
REALITY, the user just
asks questions in the form of
short, simple, conversational

slatements. The system in-

‘manager can

stantly replies with the
answers he needs in the for-
mat he needs them, deliver-

ing the information either on

a television-like video dis-
play or in printed form.
Because REALITY is so
easy to operate, Microdata
slammed the hood shut.
Anyone who can read and

Sysieln, SO termunais can be

put in such working environ-
ments as tool cribs, right on
the production line, or on the
sales floor. This way, the
person most familiar with
any given transaction enters
the details while they 're still
fresh in his mind. Also, the
instantly
analyze current data in his
office, without waiting for
the delays of batching and
key punching.

REALITY sounds like a
real breakthrough in com-
puter utilization. It is! A
truly unique feature of
REALITY is a chain-reaction
capability which continually
updates information
throughout the system.
With it, a single entry in-
stantly revises all affected
information. Thanks to this
feature, data is always cur-
rent and correct!

Because the system emu-
lates the operation of large
computers, users can imme-
diately take advantage of
millions of dollars of avalil-
able software. REALITY al-
so works in high level RPG
Il as well as in ENGLISH.
This means that the user of
the popular System/3 will
find that REALITY fits eas-
ily into his operation.

The computer is now a
tool of man. Man can talk to
it m ENGLISH, and get
answers when he needs
them. Finally, he can get be-
hind the wheel and go!

Contempo Casuals

Continued from page 3

For example, when a
purchase order is being
generated, the system re-
views 18,000 possible num-
bers for accuracy. It even
keeps track of the time and
the date, so the operator
can't enter ‘‘February 29"
on the purchase order .
unless it happens to be Leap
Year! One instruction, re-

‘quiring information out of

the scope of the system,
tells the operator to ‘‘see
Anne’’. This is indeed a
people-oriented system,
with CRT terminals that are
frequently moved around in
the Contempo Casuals
facility to go where the work
1s and the people are.

Even the minicomputer is
In a work-a-day environ-
ment, which is enough to
give most computer experts
fits. In contrast to the tra-
ditional locked, aircondi-
tioned, almost antiseptic
computer room, Contempo
Casuals put the 16-bit Micro-
data mini in a doorless room
opening on the warehouse.
The line printer is next door,
tacing the same dusty
concrete tloor. An opening
in the ceiling provides ven-
tilation. And no, the com-
puter doesn’t mind if you
smoke.

The REALITY system has
been in continuous daily
0peration since Nevember

- ROCS performed a complete

turnkey installation, with-
out the extensive develop-
mental time normally
associated with a new com-
puter system. Basic soft-
ware developed here will
speed application to sub-

- sequent users, and Mr. Hill

states that ROCS can have
a system producing in 30-
120 days, depending on the
customer’s specific needs.

““Minutes or seconds”’
after that, someone will
have already learned how to
useit.

Reps
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DeBeck Associates, Inc.
2119 Grand Avenue

St. Paul, Minnesota 55105
612/690-1557

Allan Crawford Associates

6427 Northam Drive
Mississauga, Ontario,

Canada
416/678-1500

1299 Richmond Road
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
613/829-9651

157 St. Charles St., W.

Longueuil, Quebec,
Canada

514/670-1212

640 - 11th Avenue, S.W.

Calgary, Alberta, Canada

403/261-0780

1820 Pandorsa St.

Vancouver, British
Columbia, Canada

604/253-7136




